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REVISION OF WASTE DISCHAPGE REQUIREMEN'lli FDR:

SIGNCTICS CORPOPA:r:[ON
ARQUES AVE:NUE, SUNNYVALE
SANTA CIJ\AA mUN'rY

The California Pegional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Req ion , (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Signetics Corporation (hereinafter called the discharger), a
manufacturer of printed circuits, located at 811 East: Arques
Avenue, SunnyvaLe , submitted an application dated June 24, 1982
for renewal of waste discharge requirements and a permi.t, to
discharge wastes under tJ1e National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System.

2. The discharge presently consists of 400,000 gallons per day
(qpd ) of reject water fran a reverse osmosis water
purification system (Waste OOU which is governed by Order No.
80-6 adopted by the Board on February 19, 1980. This waste is
discharged to Calabazas Creek via a storm drain.

3. In the future the discharge will also consist of up to 300,000
qpd of water pumped from the ground and treated for solvent
contamination (Waste 002). The conbined wastes will be
discharged through a conmon outfall to the Sunnyvale East
Channel which is tributary to the lower reach of Calabazas
Creek. The combined discharge is expected to cornnence in June,
1983 when a permanent treabnent systen is conpleted.

4. 'HIe ground water contamination was apparently the result of
lew(s at two sites within the facility which contaminate.."I the
soil immediately around these sites and adjacent ground water.
Solvent materials de'cected in the local ground water include
1,1,1 trichloroethane, trichloroethylene, and
tetrachloroethylene. The discharger has investigated the
lateral and vertical extent of soil and qround water
contamination and is proceeding with clean up operat.ions ,
Ground water is extracted in three locations and ·treated by
passing it through carbon towers. Long tenn clean up plans
include extraction from locations yet to be determined and
treabnent at a single location.

5. In .Iune 1982 the discharger proposed t.o begin disoharqi.nq
extracted qround water after t.reatrnent. in order to immediately
begin a clean-up proqram and minimize the migration of
contaminants. This proposa.l included a specific level of
t.reatrnent; (sand filtration and activated carbon) toqether with
a schedule for frequent effluent monit.orinq . The discharge,
as proposed, would be to Calabazas Creek via a storm drain.




















